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NEWS 
From the Committee 

Dear Members, 

Welcome to our monthly newsletter of Lace_E News! We look forward to the Sydney Lace Day meeting at Linnwood House 
on this Sunday, 1st October from 10am. Please remember to bring some lunch and a cup for tea or coffee. We’re also excited 
about the gimp workshop and crochet lace that is continuing this meeting. The address is below: 

25 Byron Road 
Guildford  NSW  2161 

The ALG AGM was held at the Bicentennial Theatre in Queanbeyan NSW. We have received some wonderful feedback from 
members enjoying their time at the conference, which offered workshops, meetings, and social lacemaking. “The time at the 
Australian Lace Guild Conference was wonderful.  Facilities excellent, food and venue could not be faulted.  The cost I told 
them I did not mind as I wanted to be there to support the Guild and help it to continue it into the future (Pauline).”  
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We are pleased to announce the winner of the 2023 Jenny Rees Service award.  

- Drum roll –  

Congratulations to Noelene Lafferty. Her ongoing help, support, and encouragement to local and national lacemakers is 

amazing. When asked "what would you regard as your finest lacemaking achievement?", her reply "my finest lacemaking 

achievement is the number of others I have introduced to lacemaking and helped them to learn".   

Taken from the interview with Noelene Lafferty on https://letslace.com/  

From our President: Elizabeth 
 
The Jenny Rees Award will be held again in 2024 with the winner announced at the 2024 Annual General Meeting.  The 
award is for a NSW lace maker who has gone above and beyond to support the aims of the Australian Lace Guild, the NSW 
Branch and/or their local group.  The award pays for the winner's membership of the Australian Lace Guild for one year. 
The 2023 winner was Noelene Lafferty from the Cooma/Queanbeyan Groups. Nominations are now open for the 2024 
Award and are to be made in writing to the Secretary of the NSW Branch at laceguildnsw@gmail.com 
 
Here are some competitions to look forward to: 
 

 Crazy milk jug cover Uralla 
 Lace guild triennial award - sustainability 
 NSW branch biennial comp 

 
 Easter show 22 March - 2nd April. 
 Kiama 26-27 Jan 
 Hawkesbury 19-21 Apr 
 Dubbo 10-12 May 

 
Members, you can also have a look at the exhibition on lace from the Hand Spinners and Weavers Guild: 
 
Unlimited Lace 
The Unlimited Lace exhibition is on 7-30 September each Wednesday, Thursday and Saturday 10.30am-4.00pm. 

Where: Brush Farm House, 19 Lawson Street, Eastwood NSW 2122 

 
Sadly, Lya Wettstein from the Manly - Warringah group passed away earlier this year. This once very active group had still 

been meeting, but more as a social group of late.  

Additionally, it is with sadness that we note that bobbin maker Neil Gordon Keats has passed away.  Neil was a much-loved 

bobbin maker and will be missed. 

We continue to encourage you to get in touch with the committee if you have anything you’ll like to share for our future 
newsletters by emailing: laceguildnsw@gmail.com  
 
Thank you, 
 
 

NSW Branch Committee 
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Spaces Make Lace 
From Vicki and the New England Lace Makers 

I have seen a lot of you recently, either in workshops, at a lace exhibition, or just through email or Instagram. For others, it 
has been a long time since we have been in touch, but you are still on my contact list! If you are on my contact list, you will 
receive this flyer and we can only hope you haven’t been bombarded with too many already.  

The lace makers from the NELG in northern NSW would like to invite you all to our November 2023 Spaces Make Lace II 
event. If you are unable to get here, we hope you might consider making a crazy milk jug cover. It can be small and fit easily 
into an envelope for posting or it can be large enough to fit over a milk bucket if need be!! It can be made from any medium 
as long as it is lacey, i.e., where the holes are as important as the solid areas.  

The event, as you see on the flyer, is open to all but it is a good idea to let us know if you are coming so that we have an idea 
of numbers for catering and for the study sessions. Transport and accommodation are available in Uralla and Armidale. 

With best wishes and happy lace making, 

Vicki and NELG 
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Lace at the Powerhouse 
Museum 
Sera Winters has an embroidered sampler in the Powerhouse Museum Textile Centre, sharing with work of Maggie 

Hensel-Brown. Pictured below, she’s having a go at bobbin lace: 
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“Join us to 
learn more 
about gimp 
thread in 
bobbin 
lace.” 

Continuing with Gimp Mini-
Workshop for October Lace Day 
For anyone who missed the August Lace Day and would like to do this workshop, there will be a further opportunity 
at the October Lace Day. Please see the June issue of Lace E-News for full information of the mini-workshop held on 
the August Lace Day. Anyone who is working a Torchon pattern with a gimp who would like assistance is welcome 
to join in as well.  

If you don’t have the Lace E-News issue in question, please feel free to contact me at lacemaker1@iinet.net.au 
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Contemporary Embroidery 
The Sum of Us explores concepts of unity and strength. Members of the Design Divas have each created new work in 

response to this prompt, with some expressing the importance of personal relationships and others taking a broader view 

as to how they interact with the world around them. 

Lisa will be there for the sit and stitch on the 29th of October and 

5th November - stitching some embroidery and making lace. 

 Find out more: https://www.embroiderersguildnsw.org.au/Gallery76 
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Lace Outfit Ideas 
This is a section of randomly sourced photos (online) that may spark a lace maker’s creativity. Surely one of our members 
could design something a bit more… well… technical? 

The Unstoppable Rise of the Sheer Wedding Dress (left image) and it’s quite an interesting read. Find out more here: 
https://www.vogue.com/article/the-unstoppable-rise-of-the-naked-wedding-dress  

Image and photography credit: Sheila, Pauline, Barbara, Robyn, and Lisa.




