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W E L C O M E  

Our 12th edition of Lace_E News - 
the ALG NSW Branch’s monthly 
newsletter. 
 

Website: 
https://www.lacemaking.com.au/s
ydney.html  
 

N E W S  F R O M  T H E  
C O M M I T E E  

We are highlighting some competition 
for 2024. 
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FINISH READING ON PG. 5 

 
 

H A M B L E D O N  C O T T A G E  

Demonstration updates. 
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NEWS 

  

From the Committee 
 

   

Dear Members, 

Welcome to the monthly newsletter of Lace_E News! We enjoyed the Sydney meeting at Lace Day and 
awarded badges to members to mark the significance of 40 years membership. In this newsletter, we 
have some exciting news about lace demonstrations and exhibitions. 
 
Maureen shares her review of the lace conference. 
 
Having heard so much about Conferences and workshops in both Australian and International venues since I began my journey 
into the world of pillows, bobbins, threads and prickings, I was really looking forward to arriving in Queanbeyan for my first 
National Conference and Workshop in late September. I was not disappointed. 
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The venue was exceptional. The Bicentennial Hall met the needs of participants, tutors and suppliers well. Registration went 
smoothly and members were obviously pleased to be seeing their interstate friends again. For me, putting faces to names of 
lacemakers and authors I had heard of was exciting and interesting. The state displays were examples of beautiful work and 
creative presentation. 
 
I attended Maggie Hensel-Brown’s workshop on Modern Needle Lace, which included designing. This was an invaluable lesson 
for me. To understand the structural features that are needed to enable one’s design to become a finished piece of lace that’s not 
going to unravel or collapse after hours of work helped me to understand how one could be creative and incorporate stitches and 
designs into a piece of original work. 
 
That said, my design is still a work in progress. Other participants in our workshop made more progress and produced high 
standards of work and even if unfinished, one could see the standard of their work was beautiful, creative and personal. None of 
this could have been possible without the calm, encouraging, positive and knowledgable Maggie guiding us individually as we 
worked on our designs, needlework stitches and techniques. Nothing was wrong, there was always another way or two that our 
ideas could be achieved as Maggie guided us. That three days went so quickly. But what a wonderful journey. 
 
Maggie had begun her journey into Needle Lace at a National Conference workshop run by Margaret Stephens eight years ago, so 
it was lovely that Margaret was also at the Conference and paid us a visit too.  
 
We hope that members consider entering their lace into competitions. Here are some competitions to 
look forward to: 
 

 Lace guild triennial award - sustainability 
 NSW branch biennial comp 
 Royal Canberra Show 23 – 25 February 
 Easter show 22 March - 2nd April. 
 Kiama 26-27 Jan 
 Hawkesbury 19-21 Apr 
 Dubbo 10-12 May 

 
For other NSW agricultural show information please go to www.agshowsnsw.org.au 
 
 

We continue to encourage you to get in touch with the committee if you have anything you’ll like to 
share for our future newsletters by emailing: laceguildnsw@gmail.com  
 
Thank you, 
 
 

NSW Branch Committee 
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Spaces Make Lace 
From Vicki and the New England Lace Makers 

 

I have seen a lot of you recently, either in workshops, at a lace exhibition, or just through email or 
Instagram. For others, it has been a long time since we have been in touch, but you are still on my 
contact list! If you are on my contact list, you will receive this flyer and we can only hope you haven’t 
been bombarded with too many already.  

The lace makers from the NELG in northern NSW would like to invite you all to our November 2023 
Spaces Make Lace II event.  

The event, as you see on the flyer, is open to all but it is a good idea to let us know if you are coming so 
that we have an idea of numbers for catering and for the study sessions. Transport and accommodation 
are available in Uralla and Armidale. 

With best wishes and happy lace making, 

Vicki and NELG 
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40 Year Badges 
We are thrilled to congratulate the commitment and loyalty of lacemakers during the recent Lace Day.  

 
Elizabeth Stoneman presented 40-year badges to Christine Johnson and Pat MacDonald, at Linnwood House on 
1st October 2023. Christine has been a member for 42 years and Pat is a founding member. 
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“The setting in 
the gardens of 
Hambledon 
Cottage was so 
pleasant, the 
weather 
perfect.” 

  

 

Demonstration at Hambledon Cottage 
On Saturday 14th October, Norma, Jay, and Maureen had a lovely day demonstrating Bobbin Lacemaking 
and encouraging many interested members of the Parramatta Historical Society to have a try at 
lacemaking on the demonstration pillows. 
 
The setting in the gardens of Hambledon Cottage was so pleasant, the weather perfect. The event was for 
members and their families, so there were three generations of some families present. We had Volunteer 
Guides, male and female, having a turn on our pillows along with their children and grandchildren. It 
was such a friendly atmosphere. 
 
Norma was able to untangle some perhaps unauthorised work on the pillow in the parlour with one of the 
guides. The guides were keen to learn more about how lace was made, which will help them answer the 
questions of visitors to Hambledon Cottage. 
 
Those members of the Lace Guild who attended the recent AGM in Queanbeyan would have been aware 
of the Medieval Gathering at the Showground on the Sunday. It was very interesting to catch up with a 
mother and daughter who were part of that gathering. They were both in costume and had many samples 
of bone and wooden needles, hand spun wool and period clothing made from the wool. Some dangerous 
looking weapons were kept safely out of reach of little ones. 
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We are looking forward to the opportunity to demonstrate again at Hambledon Cottage when the 
Bicentenary of the cottage is celebrated in April. 

Parlour Parleur at Penrith Regional Gallery 
On an uneventful day in March this year I received a call from an artist, Gary Carsley, who wanted to 
meet with the OWLS with an invite for the use of our lace into his new installation at Lewers Gallery, Emu 
Plains. Fine, say the OWLS so Gary and his fellow artist Renjie Teoh met us and discussed their vision. No 
matter what they described we were having trouble understanding the concept of Parlour, Parleur. They 
wanted to learn the procedure of lace making so that their understanding of the time and complexity of 
lace making became clearer. They were a little surprised that two movements could be so frustrating. So, 
after many months of confusion on both sides, opening day arrived. It was a full house on the day with 
much excitement and interest. Some of the OWLS were in attendance demonstrating what we do 
best.  The installation was over three rooms and is hard to describe. It tells of community, love, loss as 
only an artist can. I would have to say to me it looked like the ruins of some ancient building showing 
some of the beauty of its past. Too big to photograph in total so I have included Helen Mewett and her 
piece displayed in the piece. It is however open for display until mid-December if anyone would like to 
see it. As it is distant from many of you, I recommend you have refreshments at the café to prepare for the 
trip home. 
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The exhibition is on until the 10th December. 

Address: Penrith Regional Gallery, 
Home of The Lewers Bequest, 
86 River Road, 
Emu Plains, NSW, 2750 

Website for more details: https://www.penrithregionalgallery.com.au/events/parlour-parleur/ 

Rose St Lace School 
Barbara has been extremely excited about the installation of the front doorstep to the Rose St Lace School. We’re 
eager to see what her plans are and hope to hear some updates soon. 

Trivia question 
What types of lace can you learn from a Gumbie cat? 
Crochet and tatting 
From the musical “Cats” 

Image and photography credit: Sheila, Pauline, Barbara, Robyn, and Lisa.




